very common at forty, and (in some countries) almost universal at sixty.
The chief characteristic of this lesion, which in its unchecked course passes from bad to worse through several successive stages, is separation of the lining membrane of the socket (scientifically denominated pericementum) from portions of the root of the tooth, thus causing a pouch or pocket between the two, with a mouth at the margin of the gum.
Deferring for the present the aspect of constitutional tendencies, this pocket appears to the naked eye to have its initiation in inflammation of the annular lip, known as the " gingival margin " of the gum, which in its normal condition generally constitutes a shallow trough around the neck of a tooth. From whatever this inflammation arises, the ring-like lip swells, causing more or less pouching, so that irritating matter of different sorts easily collects in the trough, which increasingly aggravates the trouble.
Often, if not generally in these cases, more or less pus discharges at the necks of the teeth. In some cases this pus is creamy in appearance, in others watery, and irf quantity it varies from that which is invisible to a drop or two. Third stage=Carious condition of the alveolar process.
Fourth stage= Necrotic condition of the alveolar process.
